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The Moment when Jesus Passed Away
(Matt. 27:45-56)

In the midst of physical sufferings that cannot be explained by
word, Jesus passed away on the cross by endearing God's wrath.
Therefore, there is no more purgation from sins to Christians who
believe in Jesus. After He shouted, ‘It has been done’ and passed away,
three incidents follow:

1. The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom(v, 51)

The temple is the place where God presences exists, and there is
also God's covenant box.. Nevertheless, the thick curtain that covered
the temple vertically was completely torn and opened from top to
bottom, by the time when Jesus Christ passed away. Once a year, the
chief priest who was chosen as a Chief Priest every year could enter the temple. If
there were some flaws for the Chief Priest’s costume and clear and neat ceremony,
he could no help dying in the Temple. That's why
the Temple is really a dreadful and fearful place.
Incidentally, the curtain of the Temple was torn
in two from top to bottom at the time when Jesus
passed away.

The torn curtain means the torn body of Jesus
Christ and the death of Jesus Christ (Heb 10:19-
20). Owing to Jesus Christ's death, we can enter
the living road opened in the middle of curtain.

2. By the earthquake the rock was split,
the tombs broke open ,and holy people
were raised to life

The earth shook at time when Jesus passed
away in the text, and by the earthquake, the text
proves that the tombs broke open and the bodies
of many people who had died were raised to life. It
is said that just as God opens the curtain, as God
opens the tomb of the death symbol for us. There
are many theologians who know this incident
as the first part of resurrection. And then, they
assert that when Jesus comes again, there will be
the second incident of resurrection as a universal
resurrection.

3. There were some who confessed
belief among Roman soldiers(54)

The centurion and Roman soldiers who were guarding Jesus are the people
who arrested Jesus and killed him. Such men looked at Jesus who died on the
cross and confessed, “Surely he was a Son of God”. With the death of Jesus Christ,
the fact that the first Romans, in other words, the Gentiles who confessed that
Jesus was a Son of God caused worldly mission work to begin in earnest.

My beloved Christians,

By the dishonor of which Jesus was encountered, we became to receive glory.
By Jesus' pains of the cross, we could receive a rest, and by his sorrow, we could
enjoy joy. By Jesus’ forsaking, we are forgiven, by Jesus’ receiving a curse, we can
enjoy a blessing, and by Jesus’ bleeding, we became atoned. By being thankful for
this grace to God, I sincerely pray that you will be the people of faith by holding
the cross of Jesus Christ and by taking victory in the name of Jesus Christ.
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